ON 
WO rr, 


Le] 


» 
$6 *o* 


wa. 


ED xn s 


Hf dup er A = 
a 


hot 


RIDEN 


| 
| 

_—_—” A 4 

NT nes — — WV go Y is 

, 0 


- Ge ere ones, « 
D- wo gt tie A as tr ts. F : 
4 . = - - - - 
. ; 1 : 
, - 
# 
” - I o = 
» 
f y 
oY 
-T 
& % 
”_ P x 4 | 
| 4 ; 
ql -* by : 
S 4 | 
CY 
-» 
* 
« 3 A 
' 4 id + . 
' . ; 
y 4 A 
wY 5 vm | 
* 
'& 
# 
þ #4... © ,* $4.4 
| % 


ls Av» 
*% * 
» L 
«# 7 . 
\ 
_ — © = 
he 


ge Or Rs < ©,om%S 4 


THE CENSURE 
OF THE 


ROTA: 


\ 
of GRANADA, 


, Monſt ſeverall other late Exerciſes of the 


Athenian Vertudſ1 in the Coffe-Academy inſti» 

LJ) tired by Apollo forthe advancement of Ga- 
MW zett Philofop by Mercury's, Dinrrvialls;8c: this 

MATTRESS) day was wholly taken up in the Examinati» 

on of the Congueft of Granads;a Gentleman on'rhe/ rea 

ding of the Fir#t Part, & therein the Diſcription' of the 
Bull-bairing, ſaid: thar —— playing at the Dull 

was according ta theSrandard of the Greee Heroty, who,' 

as Mr Dryden hed learnedly obſerv'd'( Effay of Drama- 

tigne poetry. P. 25. ) were great Beef-Eaters. And why' 

wieht not A/mangor as well. as 4jex'; or Dow RunreF 

wetty:Mutron,| or take a Bull by the Throat, finee the- 

- Author hadelſewbereexplain'd- Whimfſelie by telling vs: 
| the Heroe/were:more mable _— of Prey \, ity Ins Epiſtle 
== 2 to- 
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(2) 
to his Congueit of Granada, diſtinguiſhing them into wild 
and tame, and in his Play we have Almanzor ſhaking his 
Cheine,, and frighting his Keeper. p.28. broke looſe. p. 
64. and tearing thoſe that would reclaim his rage. P. 135. 
To: this he added that his Bulls excell'd others Heroes, 
as far as his own Heroes ſurpaſs'd his Gods : That rhe 
Champion Bull was diveſted of fleſh and blood,and made 
immortall by the; poet;& bellow 'd afrer death; that the 

. fantaſtique Bull ſeem'd fiercer then the true, and rhe 

dead bellowings in Verſe\,' were louder then the living; 
concluding with a wiſh: that M*>Drydex had the good 
luck to have vary-d that old Verfe quoted in his Dra- 
matique Eſſay. — | 

Atque Viſums do Pugiles media inter Carmina poſernt 
T auros , dy Pugiles prima inter Carmina po/co. | 
and prefixt it to the front of his Play , inſtead of 


S010 2 Mdyor. rerum mihinaſcitur Ord), 


30 Snainn wes, 08 mover. 
Another Firtvo/o ſaid he-cduld nor'but take notice how 
ignorantly ſome:charg'd Almanzor with tranſgreſſing the 
Rules of the Drame., vainly ſuppoſing that Heroes mighr 
beconfin;d to:the narrew:walksof other common Mor- 
tals5 not conſidering. .that:thoſe: ' Dramatick Planets 
were;lmages of Excentris Vertue, which was moſt beau- 
rifull, when leaſt regular : that 4manzor was no lefſe 
malictouſly tax'd with changing ſides,then which charge 
what.coyldi be more unjuſt, if they look't on: him as 
Achilles and Rineldw's cauntiyman, and born with'them 
ip; that |Poeticall FreesStats,.( for Poets of late have 
form'd Vtopia's.) whereall were Monarchs ( without 
ol Subjeds. 


/ 
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(3) 


:£@hjeAs) and all ſwore Alleapiance to themſelves,(and | F 
'therefore could be Traytors to none elſe ) where eve« 

ty man mifht invade anothers Richt , without treſpaſs 

ſing on his owne, and wake, and cxecute whar Lawes 

himſelf would conlent to, each man having the power 

of Life and Death ſo abſolutely, thar if he kill 'd hime 

felf,he was accountable ro no body tor the murder;that 
Almanzor was neither Mr Prydens Subjet , nor Boabde- 

lins, bur equally exempt from the Poets Rules; andthe FE 

Princes Laws, and in ſhort, if his revolting from the 

fbencerragesto'the Zegrys, and from the Zegrys to the 

Abencerrages again; had not equally ſatisfi'd both pars 

ties, it might admit of the ſame defence, Mr Drydens 

1 Pur-cries, and his Turnlrs did,thar the Port reprefenrs 4 
''ed Men in a Hobbiim State of War. A thirdwenrt 6n and 8 

tole! them that Fighting Scenes, and Repreſentations « p 

of Batrells were as neceſſary to a Tragedy, as Cud- 

lls, and broken Partes troa Country Wake'; 'that an 

Heroick Poem never founded (6 nobly , us when it'was 

|heightned with Shouts, and Claſhing of Swords; and 

' thar Drums and Trumpets gain'd an abfohure Domi- 

'nion over the minds of the Audience : { the Ladies, 

and Female Spirits ) Here .an Aquaintance of. the 

Authors interpes'd, and afſur'd the Company, he 

was very confident , that Mt Dryden would never have 

 had' the Courage' to have vehtar 'd.on a Conqueſt 

had he not writ with the ſound of Drum and Trum- — 

Per ; and thar if there was any \thing unintelligible in - 

his.rauts, t'was theeſſe& of rhat horrour thoſe Inſtru- 

ments of War with their aſtoniſhing noiſe had precipt- 

| med him into ;-which had io tranſported him , that he 
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(4) 


_ writ heyond himſelfe . But he was interrupted by a 
grave Gentleman that us'd ta ſup in Apollo and cold tell 
aneany Storys of Ber Fohnſon,who told them,rhat in his opi- 
= pion ME Dryden had given little proof of his Courage, 
' fince he far the moſt part combated' the dead ;. and the 
dead — ſend no-Challenges;nor indeed need they,tince 
through their ſides he had wounded himſ\lfe ; for he 
ever play'd the Critick 10: unluckely , as to diſcover 
anly: his own faults in other. men , with the advantaye 
| gf thisageravation, that the Gramaaticall Errors of ol- 
ger Poets. were but the-Errors of their Age , hut be- 
ing mads his, were not the Errors of this Age:ſince he 
Ano Fad Age was refin'd above. thoſe Soleci/res of 
TE Syuchaſi IS ,. OT il placing of Words = ; 
NE ; nous rite Was an uſnall Elegancy, in 
Ms. ye writings., a8 10 the Prologue to his /ndian 
our 
- Seb eaſe Judges, that our. Poet-may 
elf. admjve the fortune of his Play. 
Manlelf i in the fecond' verſe , which ſhould have vis 
plac'd before may in thefirſt. 
Int the Tvdias Emperour, Gtyamar-ſay's, 


F . for my Gr ry fa ht, and would again, 

' Hed Dyet tft a Fon unity to etars. $ 
m ſhould not have Preceded Coventry but follow'd ir. 
In Granada, ſtcond part. 

 Tle ſooner truft th! Hyeuat hen! your ſwile-3- | 
a /- then your Tears theoreraping Crocodile,” 
And again... 
Tot then to change; 'tis nobler-t defpair.. 

> Thus 


oF 


5) 


IThus the uſing Se for ore the vice of thoſe full times, 
hen Conver/ation was /+ low, that our Fathers were noc 
aught to write and read good Engliſh,wasfrequent with 
We Dryden 11 this politer Ape ; ; 


In Grenade, /econd part . 


01%00.. 

Madam, your new commands 7 come to knoyy, 

if yet you can have any where 7 goe, | 

"If to be Regions of the dewd they be. oo: 


if Þ the Indian Emperonur. 
v4 bings good, or ith, by circumftances be. 


In Maximin. 


. Tbe Empreſs "JERLM your worth, but, Sir, there 70 
T hoſe who can value it as high as ſhe. 


And againz 


* nd-/6 ob/ome their Ceremonies be, 7 
As good men loath, and Cato bluſht to ſte, 


In all theſe places .he obſerv'd the Rhyme hid the = 
falſe Engliſh. The placing of the Prepoſition at the end 
ofa Verſe or Sentence, M* Dryden had confeſt was 
common to him with Foknſo x , i "Not diſzavering 
where, the Gentleman oblig'd the Comp any, ay ; PoIn- 
ting at that in Maximin. 


your Brother made it to ſecure his T hrone , 
Which this man made a ſtep to mount it on. 


and more confpicuonſly in his Elegy on Oliver.Cone who 


Was as great a contemner of Kings as Amangor and 
as 
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(6)® 

as great a defyer of the Gods as Maximin ) 

. Fortune ( thut eaſy Miftreſſe of the young 

"But to; her yy Servatts coy and bard.) 

Him at that Age her Favqurites rank't among. 

When ſhe her beſt lou'd Pompey did diſcard. Fi 
To all which, h: added that ire an 'obfolete word of FE. 
Fobn/ſon was antiquated nowz-but inthral! and ph 18+. 
Mc Dryden were words, antiquatgg.1 12. Rea Jobn/ous time) 
that Fobnſon only wrote Engliſh in good Latine, but M* 
Dryden was {o accompliſh! r\as-to. ite Fugltth, fluently | 
in all Languages , Greek, Latine, Italian , Spaniſh, and 
what not ; in him he met with E/capade , Mirador, Bi. + 

| Zarre, torrents winding in volumes , 1 rumpets Clangors , 

Yenus's Ceſtos , beſides unthinking Crowd , bladder'd Air, 
and ſuch ke Poetice! 17, Fargon * and to damonſts: are that 
this Age ( 6f Mc Dryden, which is the ſame ) made ſome 
Improvement in |: "Enpliſh as well as the laſt Cif ar 
leaſt we have not received a newer Engliſh Grammar 
then Ben. mo ) hedefiras Fea bs void! theſe vere 
ſes in his Granada, © h J 


_ Obey'd.as Soveraign by ts ſubjeft PR 
But Tn that I alane am King of ne. 


me, for my ſelf} '':. | 
again, Tor her fake thy Seepti erwilt Mltntain, k 


' And thoir by me, in ; ſpight of thee Jhall raign, 
T hee, for thy ſelf. _ 
As for M* Drydens cavill at the lines in Catiline, 
Go on upon the Gods,hiſ lightning , wreft © | b, 
The Engine jrom the Cyclops , and give fre - 
a face of a fill Clond 
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bt (7 ) 
” His miſtaken Image of ſhonting ( ſince the Cyclops En- 
- pine was a Thunderbolt ) recoyl'd upon himſelf in his 
= Maximin, where he ſ{uppos'd Sulphur to rain down in fiery 
| ſhowers on Char inus,a clearer image perhaps of ſhooting, 
unknown «s much in Maximin's days, as Catalin's. A 
| =_—_ continuing On the diſcourſe, ſaid, he was ſorry 
mat Mr Dryden when he charg'd every page of 
| Shakeſpeer, and Fletcher with ſome Svleci/mof ſpeech, 
for 10t01 i0us Faw in ſence. did nor read their writings 
and h1s own with the fame (pectacles, for had he, he 
would never have lefr ſo incorred a line as this in that 
Epilgue, where he taxes the Antients ſo ſuperciliouſly; 


T hen Comedy was faultleſs, but 'twascourſe. 


'tis a favour to call this but a Aaw;nay, in the threſhol4 
of his Gr anada. | | 


T hus in the Triumphs of ſoft peace { reign, 
And from my waks defte the pow'rs of Spain! 
- which two verſes agree as ill, as if one were a Mor, and __ 


The other aSpaniard. — W 
again in the Firft Parz, 

As ſome fair Tulip by a florm oppreſt, | 
Shrinks up, and folds its ſilken arms to reft ; | 
And bending to the blaft, all pale and dead, 
Hears from within the wind ſing-round its head. 


This Tulip that could hear the wind ſing irs Epicedium, 


afrer it was dead; you may be ſure grew no where —"— 
a Poets Garden. BE 
" By 


WOg-, 
al. *% a” T 
»” . %. 4 


Wo 14% 424 —_—— 
_ a 


F 
# 
-Y 
L 


£4 
%} 
oy 
' ; 
3d 
3 i . 
1M 
S 
< 
; win 
F 


ala 


J%? 
A + off" . - = & yy 
ak I > ' 268 


__ 
ut <4 34 4 REES RO" 
n T7” LOR 
ta. 6 6 E-&4 oF <A. 
{at pa;-a.: ſn” On 
FRY M 6 Gn 4 , . i p - ; A 


A | 7 
£ <2 ——_ of w_ $ | "TY — , A —— - - 
» Þ Fo. ”w— ” ” ww x \ ” jA Td - TS - » —_ ) . ETSY . py 9 
: pp "3 Pots pay —_ $S ! "4 " Ov 2 ©, "IP , 
* c . 1 # F, x - i p; ” £ 
"A wx . 5 Br 
Fs uy -* 4 4 
| vor. * "- —- 
i; [þ h . % yn 
x '$% an o 
- o 
» > - x - We _ 
b pb £ # 
Son 29) 
F 's b | F 
_ - uf 
» ' & 
_ 
no ; 
. by, 
. LF 
by _- 
. Fl 
_ - 
2 
= 
P 
n - 
af .* 
\ 
- 
1 


(8) 
in LF9e. Second Part, 

\ So two kind Turtles, when a Storm 45 nigh , 
Look up, and ſee it gath'ring in the Skie, 

Fack calls his mate to ſhelter in the Groves, 
Leaving in-murmurs their unfiniſh't Loves; 
Pearch't on ſome dropping branch\they ſit alone, 
And cooe,and hearken to each others moan. 


Where becauſe a Turtle was a ſolitary acted he made 
rwo of them fit alone. 
_ Again, ſpeaking of Almanzgr: 
—__ — & gloomy {mile aroſe 

From his s bez t-brows,and faill the more he heard, 

A. more ſevere, an n joy appeard. 
Here is a Swile deſciib.d withie much Art, that the 
deſcription may ſerve indifferenly either for a Smile,or 
a Frown, any other Smzle, but a glogmy one, rifing fron 
bent brows, would: have look't too effeminately Plea- 
ſantin Almanzor's grim face ; a clear proof this of the © 


Epiftle,that dimples may not mishecome the fern beau- 
ty of a Heroe: 


Theſe he found in Annes Mirabilis. 
So ſicken wauing Moons. too near the Sun, 
Ang blunt their Creſcents on the edge of day, 
Co! : pared with theſe in Maximin. 
| ning [word above: them to.diſplay, 
All Lek and ground upon the edge of Day. 


(9) 
From which he inferr'd, that the Fdge of Day was cas 
pacitated indifferently either ro b/znt , or ſharpen, ac* 


cording to the Poets pleaſure , as from that vetſe in 
his Mtrea Ry»dnx: | : | 


A horrid f#ilneſſe firft invades the Far, 


he obſcrv'd that to invade the Far(in M' Drydens DiQtios 
nary ) ſipnified any violence offer'd to the Ear, either 
from Noite, or Silence. 

In another place in Maximin , he ſeems fully to have 
anſwer'd his Prologue , in not ſervilely looping ſo low 
As Hence; 

To bind Porphyrius firmely to the State, 
1 will this day my Caſcr him create , 
£nd, Daughter , 17 will give bim you for wife. 


here., in making Porphyrizs a Bride, he has reacht an 
excellence, and juſtify'd his repreſentation of &ig-belly'd 
Men in the Wild Gallant , a greater impoſibility , then 
any Shakefpear can be cenfur'd for'( for impolybility's 
in M, Drydens charge are ſence, but m anothets non-. 
ſence ) though he wants not theſe ſmaller mdecorum?s 
neither ; ſuchas his introducing Donna Aurelia 1n the 
Mock- Afirologer , retrenching her words, which how 
conſiſtent 'tis with the Spaniſh Gravity , the great: Dons _ 
of Wit canbeſt reſolve him, and ſuch is that mdecen-' 
Cy, commirted in his Mayden Queen, where the Queer 
and Courtiers ſtand ſtill,ro hear Celadon and Flor imelt 
with a great deal of cold mirth abfurdly /zrp the 
Queens Prerogative in making new Marriage-Laws. 
Thar Mr Drydens wit was as mnch advanc'd beyond 

: B 2 that 


$ 


(10). 
hat of- the Ancients,as his ſenſe & Lanouage;was Evi. 
dent from theſe Clenches ( to omir rhat of Pulpit-Quih- 
lug finding . the - benefit of its Clergy ſince hewas ſo 
mannerly,as to ask leave to clench therc) in his foreci- 
red Zlegy on our Engliſh Maximin. 


Fi hwgh in his Praiſe, no Arts can liberall be. 


In his Rival Ladyes, a Serving man threatents to beat 
the Poet with a Staff of his own Rhymes. 

In his Mayden Queen , little Sabine tells Florimell , well 
ny dralling Lady , I may be even with you: to which Flo- 
rimell wittyly,not this tenyears by thy growth yet: and af- 
ter, tells her ialler ſiſter Olinda, ſhe cannot affront her 
becauſe ſhe is ſo tall, 


and to parallel! B. Fnhnſon's, 
Forty things more , dear Grand,which you know true, 
For which, or pay me quickly , &r De pay yous 

Celadon C in the ſame Play ) rells Florimell; 7 ſhall grow 


deſperately conffant , and all the tempeſt of my love will 
All upgn your head: IT ſhall ſo pay you: to which Flori- 


' » mell makes this reply ; Who you, pay me? you are a bank- 


rupt , caſt beyond all poſſbility of recovery. This when 
repeated by Loveby in that incomparable clenching Co- 
medy, the Wild Gallant, Mr Dryden , and the Taylors 
Wife call d a Jeſt, buris farr from Wir in all ">xoph 
ges. Tobe ſhort » thar his wit depended often on a 
ridiculous chiming of words , was evident from ſuch | TIh 
ſtances as theſe, 


Under 


ok Rats 


( T2887 

' Under Almanzor proſperonſly they fought, | | 
Almanzor therefore mvſt with prayr*s be ſought, | I 
Anow that as Selin was nt won by thee, | 
Neither will I by Sclins daughter be, 


Forbear dear Father, for your Ozmyns ſake, 

Do not ſuch words to Ozmys father ſpeak, 

But what's the cauſe that beeps you here with me ? 
That Imay know what kgeps me here with yous 


World you your hand in Selins bloud embrue, 
Kill him unarm'd, who arm'd ſhundkilling you ? 


W much after the rate of that old Tick-tack 


A Fye, a Pudding, 

A Fudding , a Pye, js 

A Pudding- Pye. | 

ATFye for me, 

A Pudding for thee, 

A Pudding for me , 

A Pye for thee , 

A Pudding-Pye for me and thee: 

A modern Toet ſtept up next, and ſaid, he obſerv'd 
NM. Dryden paſf'd no better a Complement on the Poets 


of this Age in his Prologue to his Granada, then on 
"SOS B 3 ; thoſe- 


9, 
Ak 


(12) 
thoſe of the former in bis Peft/cript and F pilogre Cal 
theſe he tax't as liberally with writing dull ence, as £. 
thoſe with writing incorrett ; andpreferr” d his own gay . 
nonſence equally,xo both. That his Play was the heſt com- 


ment on his 7 hes , ang his 7Tulip with ſilken armes , 
Hef and,two verlcs 


But | "RT like, fo long within have wrought, 
That Tam bf in my own webb of thcnght. 


ſufficiently diſpleid bis geyety of non/ſence « and 'twus 
for this reaſon he ſuppos'd that he upbraided Beaumone 
-and Fletcher with meanneſſe- of expreſſion in thetr 
S:enes of Lave , becauſe thoſe dull unthinking men never 
had their, thoughts lo well dres 't, as to tranſform their 
Lovers into ſitch gay things, as Silkwarmes and Tulips ; 
but this was the unbappinefs of rheir Education , they 
. were not ſo well bred , nor kept ſo good Company as 
Mr Dryden ; nay had Fobnſon ( who was more conver/ant 
in Courts ) converſt ( as our Poet ) only with Perſons 
of Honour,-he had never diſgrac'd the Stage with 7:6 
in her Rags, burattir'd her more like a modern Co- 
mcodian in a broad-brim'd Hatt, "arid aft Belt: but *cwas 
plain,his Humor diſcover'd more of the Mechanique & 
the Clown,then the Gentleman 3; thus Otters Horſe, and 
his Bear, and his Bull, might be entertaining 10 a, 
Groom, or a Bear-ward , dat nothing* in nature and 
all that Croenghth Zom.. Otters is. Feriter naturd ) Was 
more oaious toa Man of Garniture and Feathers: in 
thoſ E days they regal'd their Audience with the. Acorns 
of Poetr) » and no mnarvelt_ theil . if Cobs. Tankard. 
lepch' their thirſtno leffe here pure "Helicon: in; fine, 


Johnſon's Þ 4 


(13) 
+ Fobnſon s wit had too much Alchymy, and their beft 
| too muchallay to paſs for that of the - Golden Age, an 
honour only due tothe Poers of theſe times, thar 
' bring old ren on the Stage. The honour of the 
Golden Age( reply'd another ) belongs juſtly to My 
Dryden, who ever return {4 home richly fraught from 
ain and America ; to his Catholique Conqueſts Poe- 
try ow's its [ndies, aridits Plate-Fleets: and after ſuch 
S Voiages and Diſcoveries, he could not bur wonder a 
lirtle at his modeſt excuſing his ignorance in Sea 
Terts in his AmwsMiradbilzs, fince he was very confident 
that his Muſe that had to often croſt the Seas, and ea 
durd ſo many Storms and Shipwracis could not but be 
\. Tarpawlin futhcient enough ro make an Heroick Poem 
on Star-boord,, and Lar-boord. His bluſtering Meta= 
phors would more rhe'1 acquit him of Horace his Cen: 


| ſure, 
b erpit hiumi tutus, nimium timiduſy; procelle. 


The boldeſt of the old Poets never raif'd ſuch Tema 
|. peſts as he,though they labour'd to ſwell their Foetical 
v:iis:with all the four winds blowingat once ( as. Mr 
Eaply Inveniouſly,on, Vr.a Erruſgue :Notr/que ruunt, cre- 
 bergue procellis Africus, &c. ) He. was the man Narure 
* ſeem'd: to make choice of to enlarge the Poets, Ems 
b-. pire,&ro compleat thoſe Diſcovery s others had begun 
© to ſhadow:that Shake/pearand Fletcher (as ſome think e-. 
*. feRed* the Pillars of Poetry isa grofle exrour';, this 
BS 7.2niy of Colambus has diſcover'd a Poeticall, World,of 
. areater extent then the Naturall, peopled: w Wh. Atlatr 


tick *Colony's of notionall creatures, Aftrall: Spirits, 
CBS & Goofts, 
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G hots, & abbore various then ever the Indians wor. 

ſhipt,and Heroes,more lawleſs than their Savages . The- 
already diſcover'd habitableworld (joyn'd with Sr 7 h1- 
mas Moor's, and the Lord Bacon 5)was t00 narrow a 
Compaſſe for his Geography of Thoughts, which would 
admir of no wipeopled Solitudes, nor Terra [ncognita; 
rhis Poeticall Coryat would travell beyond the Poles of 
Nature and Opinion ; ſometimes we have him moun- 
ring his Pega/#s, and taking a flight ro the Mimtains 
of the Moon, and the Bed of Nyle , then'C having aited 
firſt at Heaven ) making his Journey through the lo- 
wer Fields of Ayr , to Spencers Bower of Bliſs, and 7 aſ- 
Jo's Enchanted word ( both larely diſcover'd in Fairy- 
Land)chere viſiting ſuch wandring Souls. as flagging 


flutter'd down from the middle Sky, and diſpoſleſſing the 


Swallows of their Winter Quarters, lay leiger for Mor- 
tall frames in Trunks of hollow Trees. Thus has he 
out trava}l'd the Sun., and made his flights on the 


wings of his own fancy without the aſſiſtance of 'Garn- 


74's, Or Bottles of May-Dew.In ſhort, did Mr Cowley, or 
any others diſlike this Fairy part of Poetry, ( though 


Mr Coply had anſwer'd himfelf by making ule of Angels 
k viſions'in his Davide, where the Argument required 


it ) the Poet had prettily excuſ'd his fancaſtique Scenes, 
8 Viſionary Pageants,in that ApologerickVerle, 


- Af opere in tanto fas eit obrepere Sommum. 
With hin joyn'd a phlegmatich; heavy G ownman,who ho- 


| Ped: that that Verſe was a frank confeflion of the Poet, 


That he conipoſdſeverall ofhisRaprures in a Dream, 
of which nature was this in his Maximin. 


| Tho! 
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T hott treat, ' Abyſs of Light, 


Abyſs isa word ſo inconſiſtent with Light, that 'tis 
” ſcarce Bright enough for its Shadow. 


In Granada, 
Heavens Out-caft, and the Dro/ſs of every Star , 
. Compare this with another in Maximin, 
| —— None,will be /o bright , 
So'pure,or with /o ſmall allays of light, 
and you'l ſay ti's all pzre refin'd nonſence, without the 
leaſt allay of dull Sence. 
In another place in Maximin, 

T reel, and flagger , and am druxk with light. 
this Verfe the Poet made, when he was ſhur up in a 
dark.room and not ſuffer'd ro ſee the light. 

Again. 
So mayſt thou live thy tbouſand years in peace, 
And ſee thy Aery Progeny increaſe. 
Here it may be a 2#uere,whether Spirits ( ſince amongſt 


them ther's no diſtindion of Sexes ) get all a all 
daughters. And following thoſe, 


So mayf#t thou fill continue freſh and fair , 
Fed by the blaft of prre AEtheriall Ayr. 


How the Ather., that yezlds a nouriſhment ſo tliin 
(ſcarce diſtingu:ihable from none at all that it would 
ſtarve a Cameleon, ſhould farten a Spirit , ſeems a Para- 
dove: now after all this, the World may judge whes« 
__ the notions of Poets(. the Fathers of his Church ) 

Go. CONE 
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- concerning ſpirits and Spegers, were more ſatisfad o- 
ry,then thoſe of Philoſophers and Divines; and whe- 
ther Mr Dryden was not ſtark Inſpiration mad, ang in 
one of his Enthuſtaſtique firs, when he objected it as 
| lazineſſe, or dulnefle to the Clergy, that they gid 
notpreach in Verſe; That Reformation this Age muſt 
not be ſo happy as to expec, ſince the Objeqor had 
alter'd his reſolution of exchanping the Sock and Buſe 
kin for the CanonicallGirdteHere agreat Patron of 
Rliyme anterpoſ'd, andifaid ,, he could heartily wiſh 
that not only Divines would preach, Lawvers plead, 
Philoſophers diſpute, and Councellers debate , but e- 
ven our Ladys and Gallants would converle in Rhyme, 
for beſides that this would rake off the Argument of tite 
the unnaturallnefs of Rhyme, . 

It would be a means of exzlting our rhoughts, and 
raiſineConverſation above the vulgar level,for whartcan_ 
be ſuppoſ'd more indecent . then for Ladys and Per- 
ſons of Quality to walk on foot in Proſe with the Rab- 
ble? Without the ſweetnefſe and cadency of Rhyme 
our quick. Repartees in diſcourſe loſe- much of their 
Beauty , when as if he thar ſpoke laſt be nitck'd by ano- 
ther,both in wit and ſolnd , nothing is left defireable. 
Nay , Mr Dryden that writill in Rhyme , would have 
writ worſe without it, for ſuch Redundancy-s as this / 
in Granada, Firſt Part, | 

This 4a my will, and this Twill have done. + 

Which LS have way of ſaying ths zs my will twice 
ſach'mean Conplets as this in Maximin. 

*,... O my dear Brother, whom Hein let vs fee, 
Lind would not longer ſuffer him to be « and 
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(17) 
and ſuch precipitations from ſuch heights,as, 
Say but he's dead, that God ſhall mortall be: 

See nothing, F yes, henceforth,but Death and wo, 

Tou've have dine me the wort Office you can do. 
would never have been paſſable, were not mariy co» 
zn'd with their ſound ; ina word, many things were 
charg d upon the Foer, of which the Rhymer was no 
wayS guilty,bur there needed no greater Argument for 
the efiicacy of Rhime above Blank Verſe, then thar of 


blowing a Candle our, and blowing in againzin two Vere 
ſes. 


Granada. Like Tapers new blown out the fumes remain, 

T7 o catch the light,and bring it back, again. 
where the ſnuff expires ſo ſweetly, it cannot be often» 
ſive to the moſt critical Noſe. To this a Favourer of 


Blank verſe with foie heat reply” d, thar theſe verſes 
in Granade, Second Part, 


Tou ſee Sir, with what hard/hip 1 have kept 
7 his precious gage which in my hands you beft- 
Theſe in the /ndian 7 mperour, 
But I me ſo far from mer iting efleem, 
T hat if T judge, Imift my elf condemn. 


And theſe in Maximin, 
Porphyrinus. Too long, as if Þ ternity were /0. 
Berenice. Riſe good 1 orphyrins ( ſmce it mul be /o.) 
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proclaim d the Rhymer no leſs. faulty then thee” A 
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and evidently prov'd that M* Dryden enflav'd his ſenſe 
_ as lirtle to Rhyme, as elſewhere to. Syllables ; and 
both to ſenſe. Who after this will deny that the way of 
writing in verſe ; is the moſt free and unconſtrain'd ? 
in-which the Poet is not ty'd up ro Languaye, lenſe , 
Syllables,. or Rhyme, but even,ſweet,and flowing num- 
bers, and ſmart Repartees ( in plain Englith, playing 
with words)attone for the want of all. With what 1mpu- 
/> dence can the Adverſaries of Rhyme objec us difficul- 
tie 7: when thoſe that are formed neither by Art nor 
. Nature, may write whole plays, ſuchas Mr Dryden's in 
-.. It, without eaſing themſelve$on pace and trot . It is but 
framing the charaGer of a Huffof the Town, one that 
from breaking Glaſſ-windows,and combating the watch, 
Itarts upan Heroe: him you muſt make very ſaucy to his 
_ . ſuperiours, to-ſhew he is of the ſame ſtanp with Achilles 
and Rinaldo; then tame the ſavage with rhe charming 
ſight of the Xings Daughter ( or wife ) whom this St 
George is to deliver from the Dragon,or greater dingers: 
ro heighten his character the more,bring in a ſheepiſh 
King with a Guard of poultrons to be kick t by hin, 
as often as he thinks fit his Miſſ.. ſhould be a witnelle of 
his Gallantry:if this be not enough, let him play prizes 
with Armies,ftill Tumults with one look, and raite Re- 
bellions with another. The Language is-no leſſe cate 
.Tthen the characters, 'tis bur ſtufhng five: Ads with Fate, 
Deffiny, Charms,Charming fair, Killing fair, heavenly fair, 
the Fair and Brave, the Lover and the Brave,dg:c. an allu- 
ſion'to two kind Zurtles,foiſted in, an impertinent Stmile 
from a.Storm,, or a Shipwrack, and a ſenſleſſe Song of 
Phillz,and the buſineſſes done : the deſcr iprions may 

| be 


C199 


be borrewed from Statiw,and MontaignsEfſays,the Rea» 

ſon ard Toliticall Ornaments from Mr Hobs, and the A» 
ſtrologicall ( and if need be, the Language too ) from 
Ihrabim, or the Tluſtr ions Baſsa. To conclude all, he 
ſaid, a barren Invention muſt ever be provided with 
ſuch neceſſary helps, as the following Forn:s, to which 
be might have recou rſe on all occuſions. 


Some Forms and Figurative Expreſſions of ſolarge 
an extent, that they are adjuſted to all CharaQers in 
all Plays, Tragedys, Comedys, and Tragi-Comedys,- 
whether written in Khyme,Blank Verſe,or Profe;ſui- 
table ro all Prologues, Epilogues, and Dramatique 
Efiays that arc,or ſhall be written. - 


For magniftque Sound 


As when ſome dreadfull Thrnderclap is nigh, 


The winged Fire ſhows ſwiftly through the Sky , Tides Ex. 
Stribes, end conſumes, e re ſcarce it does appear, perov. © 


Or varied thus : 
As when Winds and Rain together crowd, 
T hey /well till they pave burſt the bladder'd cloud: 2, part, 
And firf,the Lightning flaſhing deadly clear, 
_ Flyes, Falls, Con/times, e're ſcarce it does appear. 


SAC 
For rentle verſes,that do not fete ws in the reading. Maidew- 0 
= Heav n, which moulding Beauty takes ſuch care k Les. 


Makes gentle fe ates-ongurpoſe for the fair; 
C3 


C23 
And Defliny that fees them a divine, 
Spins all their fortimes in a ſilken twine. 
Tranſlate the Fair to the Brarze, it may be thus, 
Granade. If fate weaves common 7, brig he le change the dom , 
Je patte 41d with new Purple ſpread a nobler loom. 
for a Rant 

Indian . The grasp my Scepter with my dying hand. 
' Emperony. Or thus, higher : 


Rivall —T'le gra it 
Ladjs. Even "after death . 


Higher yet 
{le hold it fa8t 
c 
—_ As Life, and when life's gone, T le hold it laſt. 


For generous Love: 

Marimins T hough to my former vowes Tmnſt be true, 
= The ever beep one love entire for yort, 

T hat love whicþ Brothers with cha#t Siffers make. 
Grevad, Or with a more poynant brevity : 

"8 
T5 patt. T ake friet/hip,or if that too ſmall appear, 
Take Love,which Siffers may to Brothers bear, 


Epilo M to For ſharpneſle of concelr. 
Heck Afre He es 'd his half- tir 'd Muſe on pace and trot. 


"bogey > That is, 


'Efajif Dre. Sometimes upon Rhyme, ſometimes upon Blank, V eſe 


matique Poe- 


try. Like an Horſe, why eaſes himſelf upon Trot and Amble. * 
2:28YE or 


(21) 
For pleaſant folly, 
— intheprime 


of E after Term, in Tart and Cheeſ* cabe time. Epilogue to 
Eafily reſolved thus into proſe: 

In Faſter Term,when the Country Gentlewomen come up to) Sr Mantis 
the deftruftion of Tarts and Cheeſ-cakes. 
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